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UNITED NATIONS, Feb. 27— The Unit- 
ed States today produced what officials said 
were transcripts of radio conversations in 
which Cuban fighter pilots joked vulgarly Sat- 
urday as they fired missiles into two unarmed 
U.S. civilian planes. 

“We took off his balls," the pilot of one Cu- 
ban MiG was quoted as saying after downing 
a plane that he earlier had identified as a blue 
and white Cessna. Another Cuban pilot, who 
reported shooting down the second Cessna, 
allegedly said, “This one won’t mess around 
anymore.” 

Their remarks, released in English transla- 
tion from what U.S. officials said were inter- 
cepts of Spanish-ianguage radio transmis- 
sions, were the main exhibit put forward by 
U.S. Ambassador Madeleine K. Albright and 
other officials as the United States moved its 
campaign to punish Cuba to the United Na- 
tions. 

In addition, to the transcripts, U.S. officials 
released charts made by the Customs Service 
from radar readings that the officials said 
showed “without any doubt” that the Cessnas 
were over international waters when they 
were shot down. 

Early this morning, after a marathon all- 
night session that included a major clash be- 
tween the United States and China, the Secu- 
rity Council adopted a statement saying it 
“strongly deplores the shooting down by the 
Cuban air force of two civil aircraft . . . which 
apparently has resulted in the death of four 
persons.” 

The council’s action drew an angry re- 
sponse from Cuban Foreign Minister Roberto 
Robaina, who arrived here after the state- 
ment had been adopted. He charged that the 
council had ignored his request not to act until 
he was able to present his government’s case, 
and he accused the United States of delaying 
issuance of a visa in order to prevent him 
from reaching New York in time for the vote. 

U.S. officials immediately denied the 
charge. They said the State Department had 
made every effort to expedite a visa for Ro- 
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Robaina said that if the threatened flotilla stays 
in international waters, Cuba will take no action. 
But, he warned, “I reiterate on behalf of the Cu- 
ban government and people, we will never permit 
our sovereignty and airspace to be violated.” 

In the meantime, the United States continued 
to press a multi-pronged offensive against Cuba 
that began Monday with the U.S. bid for a Securi- 
ty Council statement. As originally offered by the 
U.S. delegation, it would have condemned Cuba 
for shooting down the planes and set the stage for 
a possible U.S. move later to seek U.N. sanctions 
against Havana. 

However, as negotiations within the 15-nation 
council moved into the early hours of this morn- 
ing, the language calling for condemnation was 
changed to “strongly deplores” and other parts of 
the statement were softened. In addition, China, 
arguing that the accused government had a right 
to be heard, opposed a vote until Robaina had ar- 
rived. 

That led to acrimonious exchanges between Al- 
bright and Chinese Ambassador Li Zhaoxing. In 
the end, Albright, who is this month’s president of 
the council, forced China to go along by threaten- 
ing to put the condemnation in a formal resolu- 
tion. That would have forced China, a permanent 
council member with veto power, to veto the res- 
olution or abstain. The Chinese chose not to take 
that route, but diplomats here said the incident 



had left a residue of bitter feeling between the 
United States and China. 

Later today, the United States fallowed up by 
releasing the radio transcripts, wiiich U.S. offi- 
cials described as “an official U.S. government 
document.” The officials also said they were “fully 
confident of the documents’ authenticity,” and 
some acknowledged privately that they were in- 
tercepts gathered by U.S. intelligence sources. 

The transcripts cover conversations between 
the pilots of two MiGs and their ground control, 
as well as between the Cessna and Cuban ground 
officials. In one conversation, Basulto is quoted as 
acknowledging that he was entering a danger 
zone while adding, “But we are wiling to do it as 
free Cubans.” 

The remaining conversation deals with the jets 
tracking the civilian planes, idertifying them 
clearly to their ground control as unarmed Cess- 
nas and requesting permission to lock on them 
with their missiles and attack. After the civilian 
planes were downed, the pilots are quoted as 
laughing and engaging in banter that caused Al- 
bright to say, “I was struck by the job of these pi- 
lots in committing cold-blooded murder and their 
use of common vulgarity to describe what they 
needed to shoot down unarmed civilians.” 

“This isn’t ‘cojones’ ” Albright said, referring 
to the pilots’ use of the Spanish slang for testicles. 
“This is cowardice.” 




